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SUSTAINABILITY AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY: TOP THEMES AT POLYURETHANES 2010 TECHNICAL CONFERENCE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH UTECH NORTH AMERICA EXPO 
From energy-critical foams to renewable content, polyurethanes industry set to help manufacturers increase sustainability of products and processes

ARLINGTON, VA / LONDON (August 9, 2010) – Scientists, engineers, manufacturers and business leaders from around the world will convene this fall to discuss new technology developments and sustainability in polyurethanes at the industry’s leading trade event, the Polyurethanes 2010 Technical Conference. Sponsored by Center for the Polyurethanes Industry (CPI) working in partnership with UTECH North America exhibition, organized by Crain Communications Ltd., the event will take place October 11 – 13 at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, Texas. 

This year’s conference will include presentations of more than 70 technical papers on the latest innovations in polyurethanes used in industries such as construction, appliances, automotives, footwear, furniture, bedding, and coatings, adhesives, sealants and elastomers (CASE). Along with 16 technical sessions, the conference will also feature numerous poster presentations, a special issue session on spray polyurethane foam health and safety, a professional development program and the annual Polyurethane Innovation Awards.

“Each year we set out to design a program centered on the most current needs and relevant topics, both for the industry and for end-users of polyurethane products,” said Neeva-Gayle Candelori, director, CPI. “Sustainability is a key issue for us, and we will have entire sessions and numerous papers dedicated to showing how technological advances are helping manufacturers lower greenhouse gas emissions and make products more efficient.”







Technical sessions to highlight the “green” aspects of polyurethane production and use include:

· Flammability Performance and Fire Retardants – contributions of backbone materials and flame retardant additives. 

· Chemistry and Fundamentals – new materials and developments including bio-based content and advances in water-blown foams.

· Energy Critical Foams – the development of blowing and expansion agents with low global warming potential (GWP), with a focus on rigid polyurethane foam.

· CASE – unique applications and technological advancements, such as the use of recycled materials and environmentally friendly coating technologies.

· Flexible Foam – new technology to assist in the reduction of emissions from flexible polyurethane foams.        

· Sports and Athletic Footwear – the development of innovative and sustainable material and the use of bio-renewable materials.

· Renewable Content Polyols – sessions on chemistry and applications address polyols produced from scrap polyurethane and the use of different feedstocks for polyurethane production.

· Automotive – reducing VOC emissions, renewable content, testing and recycling. 

· Construction – next generation of low-GWP blowing agents and new catalysts for spray polyurethane foam; minimizing environmental impact in construction chemicals.

· Sustainability – key “green” and sustainability issues.

· Health, Safety and the Environment – the significant product stewardship work being done in the spray polyurethane foam industry.                         

The conference will close with an awards luncheon when the winners of the innovation, paper and poster awards will be announced. Immediately following the luncheon will be a panel discussion on spray polyurethane foam which will highlight ongoing product stewardship work being done in the industry. Throughout the conference, attendees will also have the opportunity to participate in the professional development program. 

For the second time, CPI’s Technical Polyurethanes Conference will be held in conjunction with UTECH North America expo, bringing together the resources of two of the world’s largest polyurethane events. The current exhibitors list of UTECH North America features a strong presence from the USA, Europe and China, including Air Products, Albrecht Baumer, Albemarle, Arch Chemicals, Baule, Bayer MaterialScience, Lanxess, BYK-Chemie, Cannon, Chemtura, COIM, REPI, Graco, Momentive Performance Materials, Tosoh, Yantai Wanhua Polyurethanes and many other leading companies.

These companies will present world-class solutions, including many technologies that contribute to sustainable development and protection of the global environment. Visitors to the exhibition can register online for free before October 4. Please visit www.utechnorthamerica.com. 
Registration for the Polyurethanes 2010 Technical Conference is now open. To view the full schedule or to register, please visit www.polyurethane.org. 
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®, common sense advocacy designed to address major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of chemistry is a $674 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is one of the nation’s largest exporters, accounting for ten cents out of every dollar in U.S. exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts, working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical infrastructure.
www.americanchemistry.com/polyurethane
The Center for the Polyurethanes Industry of the American Chemistry Council promotes the sustainable growth of the 
polyurethane industry, by identifying and managing issues that could impact the industry, in cooperation with user groups. Its members are U.S. producers or distributors of chemicals and equipment used to make polyurethane or are manufacturers of polyurethane products. The business of polyurethanes is a $56.1 billion enterprise, supports about 220,000 jobs and is a key element of the nation’s economy. 
www.utechnorthamerica.com
Crain Communications, organizer of the UTECH events, was established in 1916 and is now the largest privately owned publishing group in North America. The company created the Urethanes Technology International magazine in 1984 and this has since become the key communication medium for the global polyurethanes industry. Crain Communications also publishes more than 30 other titles including Plastics News, Rubber and Plastics News, European Rubber Journal, Automotive News, Advertising Age and Business Insurance.
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